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more. On another still more essential subject they were
still less to be restrained. Point Venus, where the ship's
company, officers and sailors, often landed, might have
been deemed the very shrine or dwelling-place of tHe
heathen goddess. But among the Otaheiteans themselves
the licentiousness was such as can find no parallel in any
other age, or any other quarter of the globe. Among the
Otaheiteans the men and women, at least of the richer
class, were wont to form themselves into societies, or, as
they might be aptly called, communities, in which infanti-
cide became the order and the rule. These societies bore
the name of Arreoy; and such was the state of feeling
derived from them, that the term "bearer of children,"
which every where else is a title of honour among women,
had grown to be at Otaheite a byword of reproach.

It is most strange to find that system, even though it
might be limited to the richer class, still consistent with
a swarming population. At his second visit, Captain
Cook reckoned the number of the Otaheiteans at upwards
of 200,000.* Recent voyagers find the actual numbers so
far less, that, even allowing for a large decrease in conse-
quence of the diseases introduced by Europeans, they see
grounds for controverting the earlier calculation. Be
this as it may, the recent voyagers have on other points
good tidings to tell. At Otaheite the labours of the
Missionary have been active and unceasing. At Otaheite
the Gospel has not been preached in vain. There are
still, no doubt, as even in the longest settled Christian
countries, many faults of conduct to deplore and to
amend. But the .old abominations have been utterly
swept away, and a healthful system both of faith and
practice has succeeded.

On leaving Otaheite, and at the distance of one or two
days' sail. Cook discovered a cluster of six isles, to which
he gave the name of Society Islands. They were in-
habited, he found, by a kindred race, with nearly the
same language and manners as at Otaheite. From henc<%
at the farther bounds of the vast Pacific, he explored the
coast of New Zealand. These, as their appellation

* Second Voyage, vol. i. p. 349. Compare his account with
Captain Kteroy's Voyages of the Beagle, vol. ii. p. 520.